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Guidance on design and specification for cultural facilities in BSF
This guidance should be read alongside all the information included in the Facilities and Services Output Specification, Area Data Sheet and Design sections of the Partnerships for Schools website.
This sheet offers links to resources and information developed by organisations other than Partnerships for Schools, and as such we are not responsible or liable for this guidance. The prompts will guide partners to further information about creating specialist facilities for the arts and culture. These facilities may be within specific cultural and creative subject areas, threaded throughout the whole school to complement the teaching and learning of all curriculum subjects, or based within a cultural organisation to be used centrally by learners across an authority.
Context
Plans for delivering educational impact through culture and the arts should be key drivers for the design of any new or refurbished spaces. 
Cultural professionals and artists can add considerable value to the design process, both in ensuring that spaces are fit for purpose and by contributing an artistic vision and public art to the design process. Artists can be brought onto the design team early in the process and can create projects which link to and effectively deliver the consultation and engagement elements  of BSF.

Local authorities and schools will need to identify which spaces need to be accessed by the community, with the hours and days of community access stipulated in the output specifications. Plans for community access should factor in school holidays, weekends and seasonal variations, whilst building in as much flexibility as possible to allow for future provision and changes in lifestyles and working patterns.

Facilities should be carefully planned so that the community can access spaces and resources where appropriate and without disrupting the school day. There may be an opportunity to link with other regeneration or community capital or development programmes to maximise the value for culture and BSF.

It is essential that spaces built for cultural learning are fit for purpose and are designed carefully using specialist advice and guidance.
Culture should be a core element running throughout the BSF Facilities and Services Output Specification.
Overarching Guidance

CABE and Arts Council England have developed some guidance for designing arts and cultural spaces. The process outlined in these documents is different from the one recommended by Partnerships for Schools, but there may be some tips and guidance that are relevant to partners undertaking the Building Schools for the Future process.

Building excellence in the arts: a guide for clients

This guide has been written in partnership between Arts Council England and CABE (Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment) to support individuals and organisations undertaking capital development work to arts buildings. 
It follows a logical pattern through the construction process following the path from inception to completion. It can be read chronologically or navigated using the extensive links. The publication is available as an online PDF publication only. As well as giving detailed information on the design and construction process the guide covers several key themes such as brief writing, sustainability, and accessibility.

Building excellence in the arts: a guide for clients [PDF 5.3 MB]
There are also a number of arts capital case studies published on the Arts Council England website

http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/search/?query=capital+case+study
Arts Spaces in Schools: designing for excellence

The Specialist Schools and Academies Trust (supported by Arts Council England) have produced the following guidance document: 
Arts spaces in schools, designing for excellence
Community Use on Education Sites
'The Win Win Scenario: Community Sport and Arts on Education Sites' has been commissioned by Sport England and the Arts Council and is intended for schools, colleges, local authority officers and a range of extended schools advisors and groups working on programmes such as Building Schools for the Future (BSF).

It aims to highlight the benefits of community use and gives a comprehensive guide as to how to provide it successfully. The document is not meant to be read from cover to cover, but as a reference toolkit from which just the relevant sections can be used. 

You can download the section you wish to use by clicking on the relevant title headings which can be found on the Sport England website.

Dance

DCSF
Inspirational Design for PE and Sports Spaces 

This publication includes advice and information on dance floors and studios.

http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DFES-2064-2005&
Sport England

There are a number of information sheets on the Sport England website that give information on flooring for dance and indoor sport and for the design of studios on school sites. 

They can be downloaded here:

http://www.sportengland.org/facilities__planning/design_guidance_notes.aspx?sortBy=alpha&pageNum=2
The National Dance Teachers Association
http://www.ndta.org.uk/advice-information/dance-studio-specification/
The NDTA website has developed some very useful guidance on dance spaces.
Dance UK
www.danceuk.org 
Dance UK have developed an information sheet signposting partners to factors relating to dance floors, Download it here.  
'Dance Floors, A handbook for the design of floors for dance' by Mark Foley, is also published by Dance UK and costs £10. It can be purchased from the website.
Visual Arts
The Big Sink

www.art-works.org.uk/research/bigsink0.shtml The Big Sink is the results of an investigation into the ideal spaces for visual arts in schools, galleries and museums. It was commissioned by the Clore Duffield Foundation. 
DCSF Building Bulletin 89

BB89 - Art Accommodation in Secondary Schools
This document can be ordered from the DCSF website
Publication Date:
1998
Reference:
ISBN 0-11-271029-8
Purchase from:
The Stationary Office
Theatre / Performance
Guidance for developing performance spaces in schools has been developed by Ric Green, Operations & Technical Director of Opera North and a Principle Consultant with Theatresearch. Click here to download.
 

Music
Building Bulletin 86
Music Accommodation in Secondary Schools
This document is published by the DCSF and gives comprehensive guidance and case studies relating to music spaces in schools, with details on acoustics, recommended adjacency of spaces and storage. Links can be found on the teachernet website http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/docbank/index.cfm?id=12521
The document is currently under review and will be refreshed and re-published in June 2010.
My Place Guidance

Planning a Music Facility in a myplace centre
The DCSF myplace initiative aims to deliver world class youth facilities driven by the active participation of young people and their views and needs.
Author: Trevor Mason, Youth Music
This guide will help you in planning and designing your myplace music space. Young people's music-making takes many forms, from rock to samba and hip hop to classical. It may be that you will need more than one space to cater for these different interests. Please also see the related guide to running a music facility in myplace centres.

Good Practice Guide to Planning Music in a myplace Centre (PDF 90kb)
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